THE RISE OF HITLER & THE NAZIS
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REVISION BOOKLET

Key Question 2: Why was Hitler able to dominate Germany by 1934?

Focus Points
What did the Nazi Party stand for in the 1920s?

Why did the Nazis have little success before 1930?

Why was Hitler able to become chancellor by 1933?

How did Hitler consolidate his power in 1933-4

NAME:









FORM:

 What did the Nazi Party Stand for in the 1920s?

1. The 25 - Point Programme

The N_____ Party was just one among many small political parties in Germany after the war. A_________ H__________  was in charge of ideas, but he soon became the l_________ of the party. In 19___ , the party produced a list of its most important aims. The list was called the ‘____  P________ P__________________’ . 

The most important points of the 25 Point Programme were:

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

2. The Nazi Party

The Party changed its name to the N__________________________ S____________________

G___________________ W____________________________ P_____________________ or N_____ for short. The words ‘National’ and ‘German’ appealed to the R______ wing, and the word ‘Socialist’ and ‘Worker’ appealed to the L_____ wing. 

What was Hitler’s appeal in the years 1918-1923?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was his special skill?

____________________________________________________________________________

The SA was set up in 1921. What does SA stand for (in English and German!)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why were they set up & what did they do for the Nazi Party? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Munich Putsch 1923

3. The Munich Putsch 
a) When did this happen? _________________________________________________________

b) Why did Hitler & the Nazis think this was a good time to try to topple the Weimar Government?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c) What did Hitler & the Nazis do?

 ____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

d) What happened the next day?

 ____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e) Why was the Munich Putsch a short-term disaster for Hitler & the Nazis?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f) Why was Hitler’s trial for treason a success for Hitler & the Nazis?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

g) What happened to Hitler & the other leading Nazis in the trial?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

h) What was Hitler’s Book called & where & when did he write it? 
_________________________________________________________________________

e) What had Hitler realised by this time?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f) Use the FACTFILE on page 150 to list the main Nazi beliefs as set out by Hitler in his book Mein Kampf:
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SOURCE A: A photograph from 1924 of Hitler and his fellow Nazis in prison following the Munich Putsch

Give two things you can infer from Source A about the Munich Putsch (4 marks)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Nazis Wilderness Years 1924-29 – Why so little success?

1. When Hitler came out of prison, he said to his party: “We shall have to hold our noses and enter the Reichstag”. By this he meant that he had realised that the Nazis would not be able to win power by force - they had tried that in the M____________ P___________ and had failed. Instead he wanted to win power legally, and then use it to destroy the democratic system that had allowed him to be elected.

2. In May 1924 the Nazis stood for e_________ for the first time and won __ seats in the R________

3. Hitler reorganised the Nazi party in the years 1924-29 to try to make it electable. For example:-

a) He created a network of local N_______ P___________

b) He set up the H_________ Y__________ and N__________ S__________ L__________

c) In 1925 Hitler enlarged the ________to ​​​​________________

d) Hitler appointed J_____________ G_____________ to take charge of propaganda. This was a very good choice for the Nazis because ___________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e) The types of propaganda methods used by Goebbels were: ______________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Despite all this, during the years 1924-1929 the Nazis and Hitler got very little support. They only got 12 seats in the Reichstag in the 192__ elections – only ___% of the German people supported them. There are a number of reasons for this:-

a) The Weimar Government was led by Gustav S_______________. He had ended h________________ by introducing a new currency – the R________________. This meant that Germany people no longer had financial problems with the Weimar Government and so did not seek to vote for alternative parties like the Nazis.

b) S_____________ had also signed the D_________ Plan, which reduced Reparations payments. This meant t_________ were not so high in Germany, so again, fewer Germans blamed the government, and so did not listen to Nazi attacks on the government.

c) S________________ had also led Germany into the L_________ of N___________. This, and the L____________ Treaty had strengthened Germany’s international reputation, so again Germans did not feel like outcasts and stopped blaming the Weimar Government.

d) 1924-29 was a period of economic growth in Germany. Businesses boomed and there was a flourishing culture. Germans felt good, and happy with the Weimar Government, so extremist parties like the Nazis did not gain votes.

e) Until 1928 the Nazis tried to appeal mainly to the w_____________ class. This was a mistake because many workers supported the S_________________ D________________ Party, which formed the Weimar Government. Most radical or dissatisfied workers supported the C___________________ Party – so there was not really room for a new workers party. What is more, the workers were generally doing well in the Stresemann years.

5. The Nazis did realise that appealing to the urban working class (also known as the proletariat) was not working, so even in the 1920s they began to broaden their appeal to include other groups, who were not doing so well as the proletariat. Use the info on page 151 to fill in the table below:

	GROUP
	Why not doing well in Wei. Ger. 1924-29?
	What did Nazis promise/say to get their support?

	P___________

F___________
	Economic prosperity was concentrated mainly in the c________
	Nazis praised them as ‘r______________ p______’. The Nazis promised to _______ ________________________________

	
	Both groups had lost life savings in hyperinflation. The economic boom benefited big businesses & department stores, making smaller shops & business go bust
	Nazis promised to confiscate big businesses owned by foreigners & Jews – many department store owners were Jewish Germans.

	Cultural conservatives - moralists
	They were unhappy with new Weimar cultural freedoms – saw it as decadent, immoral and corrupt.
	Nazis said they would ban decadent modern art.


HOW THE NAZIS WON SUPPORT 1929-33

THE DEPRESSION & ITS EFFECTS IN GERMANY

The key event that changed the fortunes of the Nazis was the G______ D_______________. When the US stock market crashed in 192__, US banks and businesses demanded repayment of the loans made to Germany under the ‘Money g__ r__________’ created by the D________ and Young Plans. Repaying the loans bankrupted German banks and businesses, putting millions out of work. These unemployed could not afford to buy German made goods and services so more businesses collapsed, leading to more un_______________. By 1932 __ million Germans were unemployed.

As well as these economic effects, the Depression had a vital POLITICAL effect – the Weimar Government’s popularity plummeted. It could not take action to deal with the problems because the constitution meant governments were weak coalitions. That made many Germans think it was useless.

THE NAZI RESPONSE

This chaotic situation suddenly made the Nazi ideas seem more appealing. Hitler & the Nazis offered people h______ . They promised “work and bread” – simple, easy to understand solutions, not Weimar muddle and compromise. 

In 1928 the Nazis got ____ seats in the Reichstag. In 1930, they got _____ seats. By November 1932 they had ________________________ seats, and were the largest single party. They did not have an overall majority – but they were nearly there.

POSITIVE ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE NAZIS TO WIN VOTES

1. General slogans not specific policies e.g. 

· Uniting the p__________ of Germany behind o____ l_____________
· Going back to “t______________ v_____________”
· J______, C________________ & W______________ P_____________ were to blame for all Germany’s problems
· Weimar democracy was weak, muddled full of compromise – would not be able to solve G_______________’s problems
2. Changing any unpopular policy e.g. ___________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Use of propaganda e.g. ______________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________


Mass Rallies were ________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Using the SA & SS in two ways:
· To b______ u____ opponents – especially C_______________________, disrupting their meetings and r________________.

· To give an impression of action, o______________ and d______________. They always looked smart and organised – a contrast to the perceived chaos of Weimar rule.
5. Helping the unemployed

6. The Nazis organised s__________ k_______________ & h___________ to give shelter to the unemployed. As more became unemployed, they were grateful to the Nazis.

7. Hitler’s talents


(give details) ____________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NEGATIVE FACTORS THAT LED PEOPLE TO SUPPORT THE NAZIS

Disillusionment with democracy

Many Germans felt the Weimar Government’s apparent inability to control the D___________’s effects was due to the slowness and need to compromise of d______________. This made them more ready to believe Nazi demands for a single strong leader.

This was made worse when the Chancellor, B__________________ tackled the Depression y cutting spending & welfare b________________. He worked with President H_____________________ using E_____________________ P____________________ to rule without consulting the Reichstag. They were already by-passing democracy, making Germans ready to accept dictatorship!

Fear of Communism

Many unemployed and working class people in the cities supported the C_________________. They began to get many votes. They had a private army – the Red Fighting League.

Communism in the USSR had taken land, money, businesses and houses from the rich and middle classes, and given them to the poor. German middle class b_________________owners were afraid that the same would happen in G_________________ if the C_____________________ took control. The N_________ promised that they would stop the C____________________, so big industrialists put money into the N_______ P____________. 

F________________ too were alarmed by the threat of a C______________________ take over. In the USSR the Communists had taken land from farmers, but in Germany the Nazis promised ____________________________________________________________________________. 

The Nazis used the SA to break up communist meetings. They seemed to be the only party standing up to what many Germans saw as the ‘red menace’.

Decadence

The Nazis promised to restore o____ f________________ v__________ and stop decadent corrupt Weimar culture.
All these factors came to a head by November 1932, when the Nazis became the largest single party in the Reichstag. But that still did not give Hitler the power he needed.
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SOURCE B: A poster published in Germany in 1932. The caption reads ‘Our Last Hope Hitler’.
Give two things you can infer from Source B about the rise of Hitler (4 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How Hitler Took Power

The Elections 1930-33 
The Weimar Government could not cope. President H____________ began ruling on his own, using the power of emergency decree. He did not like Hitler, so he kept having e____________ , in the hope that another party would get more seats than the Nazis. It did not work - the Nazis kept winning most seats.  By November 1932, Hitler was demanding to be made C_______________________. Hindenburg disagreed and kept an old friend, F_______ von P_____________ as Chancellor. When that did not work, he made Kurt von S____________________ Chancellor – he was choosing anybody to keep Hitler out. In a way it was working because the Nazis were now losing votes and seats.

Hindenburg and Von Papen’s mistake

Throughout January 1933 H_____________ & von P_____________ met secretly with i______________, a________ officers and p_______________. They eventually offered to make H___________ Chancellor. They did this because they thought they would be able to c________ him – use him as a puppet to keep the C_________________ out.

It’s important to remember this because it shows that although many Germans did vote for Hitler, it was NEVER a m__________________. Hitler came to power because of a secret deal done by Hindenburg, von Papen and other leading Germans, who made the huge mistake of thinking they could control Hitler.

Hitler Becomes Chancellor 
On J____________ 30th 1933 Adolf Hitler became C______________ of Germany. This meant he was Prime Minister, but he still did not have total power. Three obstacles were in his way:-

· He did not have total control of the Reichstag - and if he wanted to do anything, he had to get its approval

· The Communist Party was nearly as big as the Nazis  , and might overthrow him or outvote him in the Reichstag

· President Hindenburg was the most powerful man in Germany. He could overrule Hitler

The Reichstag Fire 
Hitler decided to have new elections, to see if he could get more seats in the R________________. The date for the elections was March 1933. But by February, it looked as though the C____________ would win. Then, something amazing happened.

On ____nd F_____________ 193   , the R_______________ building in Berlin b__________ down. A young communist called Marianus van der Lubbe was found inside.

Hitler used this as an excuse to crush the C______________________. He a________________ all their leaders and stopped Communist meetings. So when the elections were held, Hitler beat the C___________________.

Many people today believe the R_____________ F_______ was set up by the N________ to ‘frame’ the C_________________.

The Enabling Act 1933 
The Reichstag F______ meant that Hitler could stop the C________________ from taking their seats in the R_______________. He also did a deal with the N________________ Party and the C________________ Centre party.  This helped him get his majority. He used it to get the Reichstag to pass the E_____________ A______. This gave the Nazis full c_________ over Germany. Basically it said that Hitler could do what he liked, without having to get the Reichstag’s agreement.

The Night of the Long Knives June 1934
The SA had been a great h______ to Hitler but he did not trust them. He wanted to get the German A_______ on his side, and he knew the A________ hated the SA. So he turned against his old friends.

On J______ ___th, 193__ , Hitler arrested important SA leaders, including E______ R_______, and e___________ them. The SA was not a_________________ , but it lost all its power.

Hitler Becomes Fuhrer 
Hitler’s last obstacle was President Hindenburg. He d____ in A______ 1934. Hitler took over all his powers and combined them with the powers of the Chancellor. Then he changed his title to F__________ which means l__________ . The German A_______ then swore a personal O_______ of L_________ to him.

All of these moves made Hitler a d_____________ . This means that he alone held power, his word was law. Germany became a dictatorship.

FACTFILE

Bullet point 5 – 6 actions that enabled Hitler to take power:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Explain why Hitler was able to take power in 1933. (12 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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