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Medieval England

This key topic is about crime and punishment in medieval England from c1000 to c1500. It covers
the nature and definitions of criminal activity and the nature of law enforcement and punishment in
this period.
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The nature of crime in medieval England

1 Give one example of a crime against the person.

4 Tick (v') the correct definition of a social crime.

A. Anunpopular crime. D C. A crime shared on social media. D
B. A crime that most people do not D. A crime by rich people.
disapprove of. D Frsipey D

5 Give two examples of ways that William I's Forest Laws affected Anglo-Saxons.

o

Law enforcement in Anglo-Saxon England
7  Draw lines to match the key terms on the left to the definitions on the right.

A. Tithing i. Aperson could swear before God that they were
innocent.

B. Hueand cry ii. Awitness to a crime had to shout to alert others.

C. Oath iii. A group of men. Each one was responsible for
any crimes committed by the others.

D. Court iv. Alocal man appointed to take criminals to court
and make sure punishments were carried out.

E. Shire reeve V. The guilt or innocence of a person was
decided here.
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Early modern England

This key topic is about crime and punishment in early modern England from ¢1500 to ¢1700.
It covers the nature and definitions of criminal activity and the nature of law enforcement and

punishment in this period.

o
The nature of crime in early modern England

1 Tick (v') the statement that best describes changes to crime in early modern England.

B. All types of crime increased. D. Crime stayed the same.

2 What was heresy?

A. All types of crime decreased. C. Only crimes against property increased. [

‘New’ crimes in the sixteenth century
3 Decide which statements are true and which are false. Circle your answers.

.A. Avagrant or vagabond was an unemployed, homeless person.

Vagabonds were well-liked in England at this time.

People believed there were two types of poor, ‘deserving’ and ‘undeserving'.
People in early modern England were no longer afraid of witches.

In early modern England, witchcraft could be punished by death.
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Law enforcement in early modern England

Tick (v") the correct answer.

and constables.

national police force.

C. Alllaw enforcement was handled by a national police force.

4 Give two examples of how the role of the Church in Jaw enforcement became less important.

A. Local communities were responsible for most law enforcement and provided town watchmen

B. Local communities had some responsibility for law enforcement, but were supported by a

5 Which of the following statements best describes the role of local communities in law enforcement?
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